
Are you Up 
in the air 

about 
Pilot 

registration?

Register with the 
WSDOT Aviation Division.

Forget that pilot registration 
is required by state law. 

It’s a great deal!



Why do I have to register with 
Washington State?
Washington state law requires all pilots to 
register annually. The current fee, effective 
September 1, 1996, is $8.00. Funds received 
support the air search and rescue, and safety 
and education programs.

Where do I register?
Register Online!  Just visit our website at 
www.wsdot.wa.gov/aviation, click “Register 
Online Here,” and follow the instructions.

You can also register by mail or walk-in visit.  
Just complete the attached application form 
and mail or bring your $8.00 payment to the 
WSDOT Aviation Division office in Arlington.

If you have questions, please call 
360.651.6300 or toll free (in Washington State 
only) 1.800.552.0666.

What happens to the money?
The Revised Code of Washington 
(RCW 47.68.236) established the Search and 
Rescue, Safety and Education account within 
the state’s transportation fund. This protects 
the money and clearly defines and controls its 
use. In addition, an appropriate Washington 
Administrative Code (WAC 12-18-010) was 
established for the Pilot Registration require-
ment.

When do I have to register?
You need to be registered when you first solo, 
and renew annually during your birth month. 
New resident pilots need to register within 30 
days. Registration renewal forms are mailed 
two weeks prior to your expiration date once 
you are on the list.
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Pilot Registration Laws and 
Regulations
RCW 47.68.220  Operating aircraft recklessly or 
under influence of intoxicants or drugs.  It shall 
be unlawful for any person to operate an aircraft 
in the air, or on the ground or water, while un-
der the influence of intoxicating liquor, narcot-
ics, or other habit-forming drug, or to operate 
an aircraft in the air or on the ground or water, 
in a careless manner so as to endanger the life or 
property of another. In any proceeding charging 
careless or reckless operation of aircraft in viola-
tion of this section, the court in determining 
whether the operation was careless or reckless 
may consider the standards for safe operation of 
aircraft prescribed by federal statutes or regu-
lations governing aeronautics.

RCW 47.68.230  Aircraft, airman, and airwoman 
certificates required.  It shall be unlawful for any 
person to operate or cause or authorize to be op-
erated any civil aircraft within this state unless 
such aircraft has an appropriate effective cer-
tificate, permit or license issued by the United 
States, if such certificate, permit or license is 
required by the United States, and a current 
registration certificate issued by the secretary of 
transportation, if registration of the aircraft with 
the Department of Transportation is required 
by this chapter. It shall be unlawful for any 
person to engage in aeronautics as an airman 
or airwoman in the state unless the person has 
an appropriate effective airman or airwoman 
certificate, permit, rating or license issued by the 
United States authorizing him or her to engage 
in the particular class of aeronautics in which 
he or she is engaged, if such certificate, permit, 
rating or license is required by the United States 
and a current airman’s or airwoman’s registra-
tion certificate is issued by the Department of 
Transportation as required by RCW 47.68.233 
or 47.68.234.
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Where a certificate, permit, rating or license 
is required for an airman or airwoman by 
the United States or by RCW 47.68.233 or 
47.68.234, it shall be kept in his or her personal 
possession when he or she is operating within 
the state. Where a certificate, permit or license is 
required by the United States or by this chapter 
for an aircraft, it shall be carried in the aircraft 
at all times while the aircraft is operating in the 
state and shall be conspicuously posted in the 
aircraft where it may be readily seen by pas-
sengers or inspectors. Such certificates shall be 
presented for inspection upon the demand of 
any peace officer, or any other officer of the 
state or of a municipality or member, official or 
employee of the Department of Transportation 
authorized pursuant to this chapter to enforce 
the aeronautics laws, or any official, manager 
or person in charge of any airport, or upon the 
reasonable request of any person.

RCW 47.68.233  Registration of pilots 
– Certificates – Fees – Exemptions – Use of Fees.  
The department shall require that every pilot 
who is a resident of this state and every non-
resident pilot who regularly operates any aircraft 
in this state be registered with the department. 
The department shall charge an annual fee not 
to exceed ten dollars for each registration. All 
registration certificates issued under this section 
shall be renewed annually during the month of 
the registrant’s birthdate.

The registration fee imposed by this section 
shall be used by the department for the purpose 
of (a) search and rescue of lost and downed air-
craft and airmen under the direction and super-
vision of the secretary, (b) safety and education, 
and (c) volunteer recognition and support.

Registration shall be effected by filing with the 
department a certified written statement that 
contains the information reasonably required by 
the department. The department shall issue 
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certificates of registration and in connection 
therewith shall prescribe requirements for the 
possession and exhibition of the certificates.

The provisions of this section do not apply to:

(1)  A pilot who operates an aircraft 
exclusively in the service of any government 
or any political subdivision thereof, includ-
ing the government of the United States, 
any state, territory, or possession of the 
United States, or the District of Columbia;

(2)  A pilot registered under the laws of a 
foreign country;

(3)  A pilot engaged exclusively in commer-
cial flying constituting an act of interstate or 
foreign commerce;

(4)  A person piloting an aircraft equipped 
with fully functioning dual controls when 
a licensed instructor is in full charge of one 
set of the controls and the flight is solely for 
instruction or for the demonstration of the 
aircraft to a bona fide prospective purchaser.

Failure to register as provided in this section is 
a violation of RCW 47.68.230 and subjects the 
offender to the penalties incident thereto.

RCW 47.68.236  Aircraft search and rescue, 
safety, and education account.  There is hereby 
created in the transportation fund of the state 
treasury an account to be known as the air-
craft search and rescue, safety, and education 
account. All moneys received by the department 
under RCW 47.68.233 shall be deposited in such 
account.

RCW 47.68.240 Penalties for violations.  Any 
person violating any of the provisions of this 
chapter, or any of the rules, regulations, or or-
ders issued pursuant thereto, shall be guilty of a 
misdemeanor and shall be punished as provided 
under chapter 9A.20 RCW, except 



that any person violating any of the provisions 
of RCW 47.68.220, 47.68.230, or 47.68.255 
shall be guilty of a gross misdemeanor which 
shall be punished as provided under chapter 
9A.20 RCW.  In addition to, or in lieu of, the 
penalties provided in this section, or as a condi-
tion to the suspension of a sentence which may 
be imposed pursuant thereto, for violations of 
RCW 47.68.220 and 47.68.230, the court in its 
discretion may prohibit the violator from oper-
ating an aircraft within the state for such period 
as it may determine but not to exceed one year. 
Violation of the duly imposed prohibition of the 
court may be treated as a separate offense under 
this section or as a contempt of court.

Materials Available to Registered 
Pilots
      Pilot’s Guide to WA Airports
      Aviation Division Quarterly Newsletter
      Pilot Sticker
      Washington Aeronautical Chart

Safety Programs
      Flight Instructor Refresher Clinics
      Emergency Preparedness & Survival
      Mountain Flying Seminars
      Mechanic Seminars
      Search & Rescue Training Clinics

Aviation Division
3704 172nd Street NE, Suite K2
PO Box 3367
Arlington, WA 98223-6336
   
360.651.6300 or 1.800.552.0666
http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/aviation/
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  FAA Cert. No.                   Birthdate       Sex
                                                                   M    F

  Name (Please print)

   Address

   City/State/Zip+4 Code

  Total Flight Hours

    Student              Private          UL
    Commercial       ATP             

  Single Engine:        Land             Sea
  Multi-Engine:         Land             Sea
                                
                                  Helicopter    CFI
                                  Glider           Instrument
                                                          LTA

    Yes, I’m interested in 
       Search and Rescue Clinics

  Signature                                                Date

Pilot Registration Form

Application for Washington Pilot Registration
(Pursuant to RCW 47.68.233, Laws of 1967)

Please complete the following information and 
mail with your check in the amount of $8.00, 
made payable to Washington State Department of 
Transportation (or WSDOT) to:

Washington State Department of Transportation 
Aviation Division
3704 172nd Street NE, Suite K2
PO Box 3367
Arlington, WA 98223-6336
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